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Climate Change.  
 
The national security threat from climate change is real, urgent, and severe. The 
change wrought by a warming planet will lead to new conflicts over refugees and 
resources; new suffering from drought and famine; catastrophic natural disasters; 
and the degradation of vital ecosystems across the globe. That is why, in addition 
to undertaking measures to enhance energy independence and promote 
efficiency, clean energy, and renewable sources of power here at home, the 
President and the Democratic Party have steadily worked to build an 
international framework to combat climate change. We will seek to implement 
agreements and build on the progress made during climate talks in Copenhagen, 
Cancun, and Durban, working to ensure a response to climate change policy that 
draws upon decisive action by all nations. Our goal is an effective, international 
effort in which all major economies commit to reduce their emissions, nations 
meet their commitments in a transparent manner, and the necessary financing is 
mobilized so that developing countries can mitigate the effects of climate change 
and invest in clean energy technologies. That is why the Obama administration 
has taken a leadership role in ongoing climate negotiations, working to ensure 
that other major economies like China and India commit to taking meaningful 
action. It is also why we have worked regionally to build clean energy 
partnerships in Asia, the Americas, and Africa. 
 
Environment.  
 
Democrats are committed to protecting our natural resources while creating jobs, 
preserving habitats, and ensuring that future generations can enjoy our nation’s 
outdoor heritage. From investing in clean energy to protecting our air, land, and 
water, Democrats have made protecting the environment a top priority. Today we 
are responsibly developing our natural resources to create clean energy jobs 
here at home while encouraging conservation, reducing energy waste, and 
protecting the environment. 
 
President Obama has taken the most significant strides in decades to cut 
pollution and advance public health – protecting our children and communities 
from harmful pollution by restoring and advancing safeguards for clean air and 
water and by working to reduce carbon pollution. Pollutants like nitrogen oxides, 
sulfur dioxide, particulate matter, and mercury are a threat to human health, and 
Democrats will continue to stand up to polluters in the interest of environmental 
and public health. 
 



We know that global climate change is one of the biggest threats of this 
generation – an economic, environmental, and national security catastrophe in 
the making. We affirm the science of climate change, commit to significantly 
reducing the pollution that causes climate change, and know we have to meet 
this challenge by driving smart policies that lead to greater growth in clean 
energy generation and result in a range of economic and social benefits. 
 
President Obama has been a leader on this issue. We have developed historic 
fuel efficiency standards that will limit greenhouse gas emissions from our 
vehicles for the first time in history, made unprecedented investments in clean 
energy, and proposed the first-ever carbon pollution limits for new fossil-fuel-fired 
power plants. As we move towards lower carbon emissions, we will continue to 
support smart, energy efficient manufacturing. Democrats pledge to continue 
showing international leadership on climate change, working toward an 
agreement to set emission limits in unison with other emerging powers. 
Democrats will continue pursuing efforts to combat climate change at home as 
well, because reducing our emissions domestically – through regulation and 
market solutions – is necessary to continue being an international leader on this 
issue. We understand that global climate change may disproportionately affect 
the poor, and we are committed to environmental justice. 
 
We are restoring treasured landscapes like the Great Lakes, the Florida 
Everglades, and local wilderness areas. We are working with Gulf Coast states to 
restore the Gulf and hold BP and other responsible parties accountable. 
Democrats will continue to work with local communities to conserve our publicly-
owned lands and dramatically expand investments in conserving and restoring 
forests, grasslands, and wetlands across America for generations to come. We 
will ensure that our National Parks are protected while expanding opportunities 
for Americans to visit and experience these national treasures. Democrats will 
continue working to ensure the integrity of the waters Americans rely on every 
day for drinking, swimming, and fishing, by supporting initiatives that restore our 
rivers, oceans, coasts, and watersheds. We will preserve landscapes and 
ecosystems and open more lands and waters for hunting, fishing, and recreation. 
This will bolster local economies and is good for communities today and for 
generations to come. 
 
Our opponents have moved so far to the right as to doubt the science of climate 
change, advocate the selling of our federal lands, and threaten to roll back 
environmental protections that safeguard public health. Their leaders deny the 
benefits of the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts – benefits like job creation, 
health, and the prevention of tens of thousands of premature deaths each year. 
They ignore the jobs that are created by promoting outdoor recreation, cleaning 
up our air, and promoting a healthy environment. 


